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It’s a New Year! Wait – didn’t we celebrate the Jewish 
New Year a few months ago? As Jews, we get four 
New Years to celebrate each year. Tu B’Shevat, the 
New Year of the trees, is this month; Nisan is first 
month in the Jewish calendar with Pesach starting two 
weeks later. Rosh HaShanah is the Jewish New Year 
and the fourth new year in the Jewish cycle is Elul 1, an 

ancient, if little-known, tax year. 

A New Year is a time to take stock of life’s journey. Who am I 
connecting with? Who have I missed and need to reach out to? What 
are my priorities and am I really using them to make decisions? 
Where am I spending my time? When can I create the time to do 

what I really want to do? 
How am I contributing 
to my community? The 
answers for many of 
these questions bring me 
back to Kol HaLev as an 
important part of my life. 

Members are the important part of our congregation. We create the 
activities, we attend them, we support one another and we make sure 
that our rent and salaries are paid. We have a diverse community in 
our talents and our resources, so we each use our talents to support 

CALLING FOR NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS

It is January and we are beginning to form a Kol 
HaLev Nominating Committee for the purpose 
of filling the openings on our Board of Trustees 
that will become available when some current 
terms of office end in June. The Nominating 
Committee is made up of at least five members, 
3 of whom are current board members and at 

COME OUT AND PLAY WITH THE 
MOCK TRIAL COMMITTEE!

Most members are aware of the excitement 
our Mock Trial series has generated, and the 
positive impact that it has had on our bottom line, 
increasing the profile of Kol HaLev and Rabbi 
Steve in the greater Cleveland community, and 
creating a vibrant, exciting new way for people to 
experience our traditional biblical stories.

 Hanukkah Gallery page 7

by Barb Truitt

continued on page 5

continued on page 5continued on page 6

NEW YEAR, NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Volunteer Opportunities:
● Nominating Committee, page 1
● Mock Trial Committee, page 1
● Leadership Task Force, page 8 
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Office Address:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

rAbbi:
Steve Segar

rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: WED., JAN. 15

services & PrOgrAms:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Office AdministrAtOr:
Kelli Birch

kelli@kolhalev.net

educAtiOn directOr:
Robyn Novick

robyn@kolhalev.net

 VALUES TEAMS, COMMITTEES and THEIR LEADERS

OFFICERS:

President Barb Truitt
Vice President Halle Barnett
secretary Molly Berger
treasurer Pete Robertson

AT-LARGE MEMBERS: 
Elise Hagesfeld
Margaret Cohen 
Kirby Date
Julio Pelsmajer
Lynn Liebling

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS:

Past President Greg Selker
rabbi Steve Segar
Founding rabbi Jeffrey Schein
education director Robyn Novick

DIRECTORY

WELCOMING TEAM– Jean Miller
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & Rachel Kay
• Security Corps – Open
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Benjamin Barnett & Brian Miller
• Marketing/PR – Deena Epstein & Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller

SPIRITUAL TEAM – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Religious Practices – Karal Stern
• Holidays – Amy Hogg
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Karly Whitaker
• Music – Sue Pelleg & Bruce Jennings

LEARNING TEAM - Sue Kisch
• Youth & Family Education – Lynn Liebling & Sue 
Pelleg
• Adult Education – Sue Kisch & Art Lieberman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Rachel Williams & 
Josh Chefitz
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open

INVOLVED TEAM - Karly Whitaker
• Greater Cleveland Congregations – Allen Binstock, 
Dick & Donna Weinberg

• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & Mike 
Armin
• Environmental Sustainability – Miriam Geronimus

FISCAL SUSTAINABLITY TEAM – Barry 
Epstein
• Fundraising – Margaret Cohen, Barry Epstein & 
Greg Selker
• Mock Trial – Glenda Kupersmith
• Cemetery – Mike Armin

PARTICIPATORY TEAM – Leah Kamionkowski
• Membership – Deb Schein & Leah Kamionkowski
• Greeters – Anita Cohn
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg & Claudia 
Weissman
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Liz Meachum
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah 
Kamionkowski

COMMITTEES DIRECTLY 
ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD
• Finance – Dick Epstein
• Ratner Liaison – Mike Caputo
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@
kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting.

 

YEAR OF THE TORAH: MINI-COURSE ON TALMUD, MIDRASH

Our Year of the Torah has now been under way for several months.  We had a wonderful kick-off 
weekend with our sofer/scribe Rabbi Kevin Hale; the students enrolled in our Shabbat morning 
Hagiga program have had many of their sessions devoted to exploring the expression of Torah in our 
tradition through a number of different lenses and activities, and we are in the midst of an important 
and meaningful fundraising drive which gives each of us an opportunity both to support the larger 
goals of our community and to connect with a particular section of the Torah text that has special 
meaning for us.  

As we enter into the second half of the year, we will be adding to all of this several opportunities 
for the adult members of Kol HaLev to deepen their understanding of and connection with Torah 
through the efforts of our Adult Education Committee.  

Among these learning opportunities, I am planning to offer a couple of mini-courses that deal with 
a layer of Torah tradition that is grounded in the Bible, but also goes beyond it to break new ground.  
Many people within and outside the Jewish community think of the Torah or even the entirety of the 
Hebrew Bible as being the defining sacred text of Jewish tradition.  While that is accurate on a sym-
bolic level, in fact, the bulk of the tradition that we have inherited, and with which we are engaging , 
is much more a reflection of the vision and values of the ancient rabbis than it is strictly based upon 
the concepts and practices found in the Bible.  

I would like to invite any member of the community interested in doing so to join me in exploring 
two classic  textual sources of these rabbinic values: Talmud and Midrash.  The Talmud is a wild and 

creative compendium of stories, culture and legal argu-
ment spanning close to one thousand years of our peo-
ple’s history and traditionally, is published in no fewer 
than 20 volumes.  We will be just taking a small taste of 
what this genre of text is all about, but hopefully, enough 
to give us some sense of how the rabbinic thought pro-
cess operates.  

Many of us are familiar with the term “midrash” in the sense of a story that “fills in” gaps in the 
sparse biblical text, but in this study context, we will try to look “under the hood” of the midrashic 
process to see if we can get a sense of what is motivating the authors and how their texts comment 
on and interpret the biblical stories in both blatant and subtle ways.

Please watch the weekly update and future newsletters for more detail on the timing and content of 
these upcoming study opportunities.

Rabbi Steve

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar

The Talmud is a wild and 
creative compendium of 
stories, culture and legal 
argument . . .

mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
mailto:mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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robyn novIckHAGIGA HAPPENINGS

Happy Secular New Year!  I am very excited to share that the Youth and Family Education 
Committee is working on a new initiative called Gesher (bridge).  This new initiative is being 
developed in response to requests by families looking for more comprehensive educational 
experiences for their children.  

Some background: When the Hagiga program was created in 2005, about 50 percent of the 
children at Kol HaLev attended a Jewish day school, where they were receiving a comprehensive 
Jewish and Hebrew education, but not a Reconstructionist education.  It was decided that the Kol 
HaLev's new educational program would focus on Reconstructionism and other lessons which 
would engage both the day school and non-day school students equally. This solution allowed us 
to include all Kol HaLev children in a single educational program, building a learning community 
among our youngest members.  To keep the program interesting to day-school students, however, 
the curriculum omitted Hebrew as well as many foundational pieces of a Jewish education (for 
example, information about holidays, life cycle events, Torah and Israel).

As our community continues to grow, we're thrilled that more children than ever are involved in 
our education program. With this growth, there has been a change in the population: the percent 
of children attending day school has declined and more families are turning to Kol HaLev to 
provide comprehensive Jewish education. Requests from parents led to the development of Nesiya 
(journey) the T’filah-(prayer)-based Hebrew program we launched last year.  We were able to 
offer Nesiya last year and this year thanks to generous grants from the Jewish Education Center of 
Cleveland (JECC).

While the Nesiya program is an amazing addition, we still receive requests for educational 
programming that teaches the foundational elements of a Jewish education. The Youth and Family 
Education Committee has begun investigating the possibility of such a program, and will be 
holding several community meetings to gauge interest in the program.  The first community 
meetings is for  families with children in grades 2-5 (next year’s grades 3-6) and will be held 
Sunday, Jan. 26 at 3:30 p.m. at the Beachwood Public Library.

At present, we're envisioning the Gesher program as meeting on the fourth Shabbat of  each month 
during the months in which Hagiga is offered (September-May), for a total of 8 sessions per year.  
The rotating curriculum would include Torah, life cycle, holidays and Israel; each topic will be 
taught in a basic, informational format and then examined  through a Reconstructionist lens.  

We look forward to keeping you informed about future meetings and the progress of the 
investigation.

Kol tuv,
Robyn

P.S. You can contact me at robyn@kolhalev.net with any questions about the meetings or the 
proposed program.

mailto:robyn%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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FroM our PresIDenT BARB TRUITT

our community.

We are currently creating several important committees that are directly responsible for planning 
for our future. Sue Pelleg is chairing our nominating committee and has written an article for this 
issue of the KHL Happenings. If you are interested in serving on this committee, contact her.

Also in formation is a Leadership Task Force Committee that will be meeting throughout the next 
year to examine our organizational structure and will be making recommendations for  leadership 
best practices development. Kirby Date has written an article describing this process.

Last, and certainly equally important, is the Torah Campaign, which we are undertaking this year 
for a number of different reasons and which will allow us to form our budget more realistically. 
Please consider the benefits of being part of our community and make a pledge, payable over the 
next three years. It is wonderful chance to help to pay for the repair of our Torah and the purchase 
of a second Torah which will alleviate the wear on our Torah. It will also sustain our community 
in all aspects. 

~Barb

continued from page 1

This coming year we will present our fourth annual Mock Trial, with some very interesting
twists in the format and content (more to come about this later). The work to put on an event of 
such import starts early in the calendar year. The Trial Committee now has three years under our 
belts in terms of defining the timetable and the tasks that result in a successful event.

We are a group of dedicated Kol HaLev members who accomplish a great deal by bringing our 
passion and commitment to Kol HaLev to our work on the committee. We have fun together while 
getting the work done. 

If you would like to join this wonderfully engaged team, have some fun and play an important role
in making our Mock Trial a success, there are several openings on the committee:

•	 Committee Chair
•	 Media/PR Assistant
•	 Legal Community Communications Liaison
•	 Box Office Assistant

If you are interested in finding out more about these positions and participating on the Mock Trial 
Committee, please contact Greg Selker at gselker@selkerlead.net or 216-406-4789 or Halle Barnett 
at acornbaum@aol.com or 216-291-4313.

MOCK TRIAL COMMITTEE, continued from page 1

mailto:gselker%40selkerlead.net?subject=
mailto:acornbaum%40aol.com?subject=
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least two general members in good standing of Kol HaLev. 

If you are interested in being considered by the Nominating Committee for one of the upcoming 
vacancies on the Board of Trustees, including holding an office or Values Team Leader position, or if 
you are interested in becoming a committee chairperson, please contact Sue Pelleg at (216) 531-6355 
or suelisw@aol.com or Greg Selker at (216) 406-4789 or GSelker@selkerlead.net.

Descriptions of the various board positions including Values Team Leaders and Board Officers can be 
found on our website or discussed with Greg, Sue, or other members of the board. We encourage all 
members to investigate the possibility of joining the Board of Trustees at some point in the lifecycle 
of your membership at Kol HaLev. 

If you haven’t yet participated in our community leadership, a great way of taking a first step is 
to join or to become a co-chair of an existing committee. Committees at Kol HaLev are organized 
under Values Teams and are listed both on our website and on page 2 of Kol HaLev Happenings, this 
newsletter. 

The more Kol HaLev members who are involved in our leadership, the stronger our community 
grows. We encourage you to become involved and play an active role in strengthening and building 
our community. Please contact us to let us know what role you would like to play in our community's 
future.

Sue Pelleg & Greg Selker

NOMINATING COMMITTEE, continued from page 1

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

•	 Ronald Kohn in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his father, Adolph Kohn
•	 Dick and Deena Epstein to wish Jayne Jones and Molly Berger speedy recoveries and to wish 

mazal tov to Selma and Ralph Gwatkin on their daughter's marriage
•	 David Conn in honor of The People vs. Abraham
•	 Jeff and Claudia Weissman
•	 Abe and Muriel Chasin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Muriel's mother, Sadie Ritz
•	 Art and Sue Biagianti in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Sue's father, Alfred Rosenberg
•	 Mario and Roberta Tonti in celebration of Mario's retirement and the 1st birthday of their 

grandson, Uri Shir Chiam Tonti
•	 Tamara, Daniel and Marc Kamionkowski in honor of the birthday of their mother, Leah 

Kamionkowski
•	 The Leon and Gloria Plevin Fund for the ongoing sponsorship of our Mock Trial series

CONTRIBUTIONS

TU B'SHVAT  INTERGENERATIONAL SEDER AND POTLUCK
Come celebrate the New Years of the Trees

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 5:30 p.m., at Ratner.  More info on page 12 

mailto:suelisw%40aol.com?subject=
mailto:GSelker%40selkerlead.net?subject=
http://kolhalev.net
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PHOTO GALLERY:  
INTERGENERATIONAL 
HANUKKAH PARTY
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KOL HALEV LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE: 
CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS

Last year, the board of Kol HaLev identified a need for community structural change that would 
help us better adjust to the new challenges we face as a congregation, particularly those related 
to community growth.  This need was extensively discussed last spring when we considered the 
possibility of engaging a consultant to help us with a range of issues.

While the proposal to engage a consultant was eventually tabled, the board recognized that the 
extensive work that was done in preparing the proposal -- important work that included identifying 
key issues and outlining ways to approach those issues -- could also serve to guide our own 
discussions of  prominent issues. For the 2014 year, the Board has identified leadership development 
as a top priority and is assembling an in-house "Leadership Development Task Force," comprised  
of members and leadership and tasked with gathering information and making recommendations. 

This group will be a “Task Force” rather than a standing committee, specifically charged with 
addressing one issue in six bimonthly meetings over a one-year period.  If the effort is successful, 
we can use the Task Force approach again in the future to address specific issues that concern the 
entire Kol HaLev membership and leadership.

The group size will be limited to about 15 people, and we are hoping to include a diverse group of 
members across a number of dimensions including varying degrees of communal and leadership 
participation as well as a range of demographic and Kol HaLev activity categories. If you are 
interested in participating, please contact Rabbi Steve or Barb Truitt.  We hope to hear from you!

Some of the questions the Task Force will be charged with answering include:

• How do we develop a system or protocol for identifying potential leaders?
• How do we develop a leadership ladder that moves our volunteers from committee 

membership to leadership positions?
• What type of succession planning should we be doing?
• What type of training should we provide our current and future leadership?
• How should training be offered?
• Are there existing training and leadership development materials that we could use?
• Should we be offering practical training in how to conduct meetings?
• How do we meaningfully engage members in committee work?
• How do we improve functioning of our committees?
• How do we improve communication among committees and between committees and the 

board?
• How do we create a supportive atmosphere that appreciates and acknowledges volunteers?
• Are there barriers to leadership and participation, and how can they be solved?
• Are there barriers to sustained leadership over time, and how can they be solved?
• How can we ensure that our processes and systems support sustained leadership development 

and participation over time?

If you have interest in or questions about the Task Force, contact Barb Truitt (barb.truitt@gmail.
com) or Rabbi Steve (rabbisteve@kolhalev.net).

mailto:barb.truitt%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:barb.truitt%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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We send wishes for a refuah shleyma, a complete and speedy healing, to Jayne Jones and Molly Berger.

We send condolences to Kol HaLev member Judi Dash on the recent loss yesterday of her mother, Sara 
Goldhirsh Dash, may her memory be a blessing.  May Judi and her family find comfort at this time of 
loss along with all those who are in mourning among the Jewish people and the world as a whole.

kghl
Every month, one of Hesed Committee members takes on the task of Monthly Co-ordinator, which 
involves staying in touch with those members in need of Hesed support. We thank Juanita Fish for her 
work as the December Coordinator.

For more information or to volunteer for the Hesed Committee, please contact Martha Schubert at 
schuberger@roadrunner.com or Robin Holzman at robinholzman@gmail.com.

If you are in need of support or know of someone who may be, please contact Rabbi Steve, Martha or 
Robin.

HESED

A NOTE OF THANKS FROM MOLLY BERGER

As many of you know, I took a nasty fall in early October that resulted in a badly broken upper arm 
and I have been recuperating since then. The first few weeks were incredibly difficult, but as you might 
expect, many members of Kol Halev responded with cards, emails, phone calls, visits, prayers, and of 
course, food. All of this helped buoy my spirits and keep me focused on healing, but mostly it reminded 
me yet again of just how generous and caring our community is. I was overwhelmed by the outpouring 
of kindness from Kol Halev, my family, friends, and CWRU colleagues and have emerged with a 
heightened sense of gratitude for the generosity of others. 

I want to thank the community for their continuing support, my daughter Martha Schubert and Robin 
Holzman for their work as co-chairs of the Hesed committee, as well as Kareen Caputo and Andy 
Getz, who coordinated my Hesed care for the weeks I was in need. I send a special thank you to Rabbi 
Steve who kept me afloat with prayers and dealing with all my unanswerable questions. Kol Halev is a 
remarkable community and I am blessed to be a part of it. 

Thank you, all. 
Molly

mailto:schuberger%40roadrunner.com?subject=
mailto:robinholzman%40gmail.com?subject=
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The board met on December 9 at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. After the approval of both the Oc-
tober and November minutes, President Barb Truitt sought approval for KHL’s annual contribution of 
$110 to the Federation’s Campaign for Jewish Needs, which the board granted.

Youth and Family Education (YFE) committee: Sue Pelleg, Lynn Liebling and Robin Novick had 
pre-circulated the YFE’s proposal for a Foundations course intended to introduce non-day school 
students to fundamentals about Torah, holidays, Jewish life cycle, and Israel from a Reconstructionist 
perspective. The committee would like to begin preliminary discussions with members of the commu-
nity, particularly those with children, to gauge the interest of the target audience. There is a community 
meeting planned for Jan. 26, 2014. If parents show enough interest in the program, then there would be 
community meeting for the entire congregation. As currently proposed, the program would take place 
8 times a year/2 hours per session and would be for 3rd-6th grades. We currently have about 20-25 
non-day school children in this age group. This program would not be required or be part of the B’nai 
Mitzvah preparation. Barry Epstein urged the board to remain cognizant of its financial responsibilities. 
The discussion was for informational purposes only and no motion was offered nor vote taken.

Year of the Torah campaign: Margaret Cohen and Barry Epstein gave an update on the Year of the 
Torah campaign. Margaret reported that there is a great deal of energy and enthusiasm for the Torah 
campaign. The goal is 100% participation. A number of families have pooled their resources so that 
we have $25,000 in matching funds. Margaret and Barry answered questions. Board members will be 
reaching out to members of the community.

Leadership Task Force: Kirby Date then gave an update on the Leadership Task Force. Kirby em-
phasized that this is a temporary committee meant to tackle one specific issue, in this case, leadership 
identification, recruitment, and training. Kirby proposed a committee of 12-15 people drawn from vari-
ous groups of people who are currently in leadership positions. Suggestions were made to include those 
who are not involved in leadership roles so that the Task Force can identify barriers to participation. 
Three suggestions to be added to the report for exploration include 1) barriers to leadership 2) barriers 
to sustained leadership and 3) identifying and strengthening systems and processes to perpetuate leader-
ship development and continuity. 

Mock Trial: Greg Selker had pre-circulated a preliminary report from the Mock Trial. Deferring to 
the arrival of the treasurer, the discussion was tabled to the January meeting. The trial’s profit was just 
under last year’s amount and Greg noted that there needs to be a discussion about the report and the 
questions it raises for future trials.

Treasurer's Report: Pete Robertson distributed the financial report prior to the meeting. We have nine 
commitments thus far for the fundraising drive. Pete did not get out the member statements in October 
as planned. He plans to work on fiscal year statements for members with Kelli and also a record of cal-
endar year 2013 contributions. Expenses are running below budget and despite collections being under 
budget, we could be ok by the end of the FY.

Barb Truitt advised the board that the Town Hall Meetings previously promised for January 2014 would 
need to be delayed. These were meant to open discussion with the community on recommendations of 
the finance committee, but that committee had not yet met. Their report would first need to brought to 
the board and hopefully that will come to the January meeting, after which Town Hall meetings will be 
planned.

 boarD rePorT Molly berger, secreTary

continued on page 13
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COMMITTEE NEWS & ACTIVITIES

ARE YOU A MEMBER IN THE MIDDLE? POTLUCK DESSERT EVENT JAN. 25!
(Do any of these sound like you?) 
• Are you recently an empty nester, or adjusting to having young adult children?
• Are you entering a new phase of life?
• Are you facing new responsibilities for older family members? 
• Would you like to connect or re-connect with other members who are  also "In the Middle"?  

Join us for a winter social evening of connection and re-connection, dessert potluck and Havdalah on  
Jan. 25, 7:30 pm, at the home of  Kirby Date and Richard Litwin (for the address, check the entry in 
the Weekly Update or the membership list on the Kol HaLev website). Please  RSVP to Kirby kdate@
sbcglobal.net.  We hope you will join us! We're hoping this can be the beginning of new and renewed 
conversations.  

WOMEN'S SHABBAT POTLUCK DINNER, JAN. 17
All women in KHL are cordially invited to a Shabbat Potluck Dinner at the home of Margy Weinberg 
on Friday, Jan.17 at  6:45 p.m.  (For the address, please check the entry in the Weekly Update or the 
membership list on the Kol HaLev website).  There is limited parking, so please try to carpool.
 

Food categories are unassigned. However, if you can plan ahead, please let Margy know what you will 
be bringing. This will be helpful if others inquire about what they might bring to "fill in the gaps." Food 
contributions should be parve and "allergy aware" (no tree nuts or peanuts). RSVP to Margy at 216-255-
0556 or margy.weinberg@gmail.com. We hope that you'll join us!

NEW KOL HALEV KNITTING/CROCHET/CRAFTING GROUP
Join us for the first meeting of a new knitting/crochet/crafting group on Wednesday, Jan. 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the home of Peggy Kittila and Miriam Geronimus.  Come help us decide a permanent day/time, and 
name! Beginners and more experienced Kol HaLevers welcome! If you have any questions, please 
contact Peggy at pkittila@gmail.com.

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES COMMITTEE SEEKS FEEDBACK
The Religious Practices Committee (RPC) is exploring opportunities for members to enrich their 
experience of our Shabbat and Holiday services. The committee recognizes that participation is a 
spectrum -- from members who attend regularly to those who rarely, if ever attend services. There are 
members who contribute by leading or co-leading services, leyning (chanting) Torah, facilitating a parsha 
discussion or assisting with the public rituals related to service worship. Other members contribute by 
attending to ensure a minyan, joining in prayer, or simply being a presence in our spiritual community.

During the coming months, RPC will be working on ways for members to expand their understanding
and involvement, and would like to hear from members at all levels of involvement about what does 
and does not work for them in our religious services.  RPC chair Karal Stern and Rabbi Steve will be 
collecting this information. Please feel free to approach or contact them for a brief chat or phone call. 
You can also put your thoughts in writing. Contact Karal Stern at 440-781-3318 or karals@roadrunner.
com and Rabbi Steve at 216-320-1498 or rabbisteve@kolhalev.net.

http://kolhalev.net
mailto:kdate%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
mailto:kdate%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
http://kolhalev.net
mailto:margy.weinberg%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pkittila%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:karals%40roadrunner.com?subject=
mailto:karals%40roadrunner.com?subject=
mailto:rabbisteve%40kolhalev.net?subject=
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Tu B’Shevat Intergenerational 
Seder & Potluck 

Celebrate the New Year of the Trees  
with the Kol HaLev community 

Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2014 / 15 Shevat 5774 
5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m, at The Ratner School 

Questions?  Contact Robyn, 
robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498 

Join us for a festive evening celebrating the 
New Year of  the Trees!   Please bring  

a parve (not milk or meat) or dairy dish  
to serve 10-12 people and  

a Tu B’Shevat treat. 
 

A-H ~ Appetizer or Salad and  
a fruit that is completely edible  

(grapes, figs, apples, lemons, etc.) 
I-P ~ Dessert or Drink and a fruit that has 

pits (olives, dates, cherries, peaches, etc.) 
Q-Z ~ Main Dish and  

a fruit that has an inedible shell  
(pomegranates, coconuts, etc.) 

 
NO NUTS PLEASE! 

In keeping with our goal of becoming a more 
sustainable community, we encourage mem-
bers to bring their own reusable plates, cups, 

utensils and napkins to our potluck.  
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They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month

•	 Sophie	Weidenbaum	–	mother of Kevin Weidenbaum
•	 Aida	Bound	–	grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
•	 Ruth	Armin	–	wife of Mike Armin
•	 Shirley	Korman	–	mother of Neil Korman
•	 Jacob	Festinger	–	father of Anna Kelman
•	 Sol	Fink	–	father of Judy Harris
•	 Sue	Smith	–	mother of Barbara Truitt
•	 Aaron	Josef	Zevit	(Ahron	Yosef)	–	grandfather of Shawn Zevit
•	 Sylvia	Herzig	–	aunt of Barry Epstein
•	 Gussie	Friedman	–	aunt of Abraham Chasin
•	 Karen	Clark	–	grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
•	 Abe	Ritz	(Avrum)	–	father of Muriel Chasin
•	 Israel	Herman	Gorovitz	–	paternal grandfather of Heidi Gorovitz Robertson
•	 Harry	Goldstein	–	father of Anita Cohn
•	 Helen	Yosowitz	(Chaya)	–	mother of Elinor Friedman
•	 Sarah	Altenberg	Festinger	–	mother of Anna Kelman
•	 David	Jack	Herzig	–	uncle of Barry Epstein
•	 Freda	Shleser	Imrey	–	mother of Peter Imrey
•	 Gussie	Hanft	–	paternal grandmother of Lila Hanft
•	 Beryl	Hanft	–	mother of Lila Hanft

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting 
the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, 
in either the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please note: When you submit the 
yahrzeit date, select either the secular date or the Hebrew date. You can find a calendar converter at 

http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

YAHRZEITS

The discussion of the Jewish Reconstructionist Communities (formerly JRF) was also tabled until the 
January meeting. Barb recommended that the board listen to Deborah Waxman’s presentation on the 
RRC website, especially the first twelve minutes.

Jean Miller announced that the KHL Google calendar is up and running on the website.

Kelli Burch has sent out a link to Sign-up Genius which makes it very easy for members to sign up 
for volunteer commitments such as greeters, Kiddush sponsorships, etc. It’s working very well. Two-
thirds of greeting slots were filled.

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. The next meeting will be January 13 at the home of Leah Kami-
onkowski. Board meetings of Kol HaLev are open to all members of the congregation. 

Respectfully submitted,
Molly Berger

BOARD REPORT, continued from page 10

mailto:kelli%40kolhalev.net?subject=
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/
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The January book group meeting will be Thursday, Jan. 23, at the home of Deena and Dick Epstein. We 
will discuss Hope: A Tragedy: A Novel by Shalom Auslander (302 pages, a Kindle version exists). 

A brief book description from Amazon: Hope: "A Tragedy is a hilarious and haunting 
examination of the burdens and abuse of history, propelled with unstoppable rhythm and 
filled with existential musings and mordant wit. It is a comic and compelling story of 
the hopeless longing to be free of those pasts that haunt our every present.

"The rural town of Stockton, New York, is famous for nothing: no one was born there, 
no one died there, nothing of any historical import at all has ever happened there, which 
is why Solomon Kugel, like other urbanites fleeing their pasts and histories, decided 
to move his wife and young son there. To begin again. To start anew. But it isn’t quite 
working out that way for Kugel. His ailing mother stubbornly holds on to life, and won’t 
stop reminiscing about the Nazi concentration camps she never actually suffered through. To complicate 
matters further, some lunatic is burning down farmhouses just like the one Kugel bought, and when, 
one night, he discovers history—a living, breathing, thought-to-be-dead specimen of history—hiding 
upstairs in his attic, bad quickly becomes worse."

The book for February will be Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths by Bruce Feiler. Look 
for the complete 2014 book list our webpage (see next paragraph).

All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web page 
(http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added 
to the group’s email list. 

  hug haseFer: book DIscussIon grouP

NEWS FROM THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL COLLEGE

What Does The Pew Study Mean For Us?

Perhaps you’ve been hearing a lot about the recent report "A Portrait of Jewish Americans" from the 
Pew Center for Research on Religion and Public Life. Much of the talk—and the press coverage—took 
a negative tone, as it focused on the findings that fewer Jews now identify as religious. Reconstructionist 
thinkers, however, see the matter differently. Read about why pride in being Jewish is a great starting 
place for engagement--and why historical context is important to understanding the report. Find 
Reconstructionist responses to the study at www.rrc.edu/Recon-Pew-Response.

Great New Titles From the Reconstructionist Press (www.JewishReconBooks.org)

A Guide to Jewish Practice, Volume 2 is a rich, flexible tool offering traditional and contemporary 
approaches to Shabbat and the Jewish holidays. (If you don’t already have it in your collection,  you may 
also want to consider volume one of the guide, on everyday living; the book helps navigate important 
contemporary issues, from sexual ethics and gender identity to end-of-life decisions.)

Chapters of the Heart: Jewish Women Sharing the Torah of Our Lives invites readers into the lives of 
20 women via beautifully written essays. The writers reflect on intimate experiences such as parenting, 
infertility and illness. Through a Jewish lens, they detail the meaning they discovered.

http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group 
mailto:KJW%40oberlin.net?subject=
www.rrc.edu/Recon-Pew-Response
www.JewishReconBooks.org
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by karly WhITake, InvolveD values TeaM leaDer

“Values are a complex phenomenon. The more you dig into any one value, 
the more you discover other connected values. Values also really only live in 
our words and behavior. In fact, when our behavior matches our words, that is when 
we know that we are acting consistently with our values.” 
(from the Kol HaLev website)

For the past year and a half, I have had the honor and responsibility to serve as our Kol HaLev Values 
Team leader for the shared value of being “Involved” in the wider community. I often come back to 
a reading on social action by Rabbi Ira Eisenstein in our prayerbook. Eisenstein compares God to the 
invisible yet highly influential reality in our lives that is electricity: 

“We get to know what God is by what God makes us do: when people are, so to speak, 
connected with God, they do good things.”  

As I see it, my job as a Values Team leader is to help facilitate and promote opportunities for Kol HaLev 
members to plug in to our community’s ongoing tikkun olam (literally, repairing the world) efforts, and 
also to support new efforts when members find a cause that really lights them up.

Our current strategic plan for Involved articulates hopes for transforming relationships in two broad 
areas: 
1. Among our neighbors here in greater Cleveland
2. In our connection to the wider Jewish community, including other Reconstructionists and the citizens 
of Israel. 

Currently we have two active committees that fall under this umbrella: Greater Cleveland Congregations, 
and the newly formed Environmental Sustainability committee. GCC itself is comprised of three 
separate issue “Action Teams”: Health Care, Education, and Criminal Justice. I am excited to announce 
the revival in early 2014 of an Israel group at Kol HaLev emerging out of a community-wide dialogue 
workshop Sunday, February 16 and a discussion of My Promised Land in March (more details below). 
We also have quite a few ad hoc tikkun olam efforts which are not overseen by a committee, such as the 
recent “Soles4Souls” shoe drive spearheaded by Happy Wallach, the High Holy Day Mazon and Aids 
Task Force food collection orgarnized by Nancy Rubel and Jonathan Wilhelm, and our participation 
in the Interfaith Hospitality Network (rotating homeless shelter) coordinated by Nancy Dudwick. In 
this article I will give an overview of each of these current initiatives, and invite you to reach out to me 
directly if you would like to learn more: karlywhitaker@yahoo.com.

Greater Cleveland Congregations:
 
One of the ideas emphasized by the type of multifaith, congregation-based community organizing we 
have been participating in during the last couple years via GCC is that “Leaders lead.” People can learn 
to step up to the plate and mobilize others to take action, even if that has not been their usual MO. 
We have certainly been blessed by more than our fair share of these Nachshons at Kol HaLev—brave 
individuals who forged ahead into the murky waters of challenges we face with clear visions of what 

VALUES TEAMS: INVOLVED

continued on page 16

mailto:karlywhitaker%40yahoo.com?subject=
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might be done to solve a problem and enough resolve not to give up even when success looked far 
from certain. 

Dick and Donna Weinberger, for example, were instrumental in setting up an initial GCC meeting 
last year with Greg Moody, Director of the Office of Health Transformation in 
Governor Kasich's cabinet, to discuss the expansion of Medicaid benefits to 
a wider swath of our nation’s uninsured population that is a component of the 
Affordable Care Act. They also helped form NEOMEC, the Northeast Ohio 
Medicaid Expansion Coalition made up numerous local institutions including 
the Cleveland Clinic, University Hospitals, and MetroHealth. 

My personal favorite GCC moment of the past year was the inspiring Medicaid 
Expansion assembly attended by over 1000 people at Olivet Institutional Baptist 

Church, and I am proud to say that Kol HaLev members followed up by sending 82 handwritten letters 
to their representatives. In April several of us got on the GCC bus to go down to Columbus for an 
emergency rally for Medicaid expansion, and later canvassed door to door in Representative Anielski's 
district in Solon. Sue Pelleg then took the lead by co-chairing a petition-gathering effort that was 
suspended after the Controlling Board did an end run around the State legislature to expand Medicaid 
in Ohio. Just last week we received news that the Ohio Supreme Court had upheld the Controlling 
Board’s action, and Medicaid expansion was indeed going to happen in Ohio. If you have any interest 
in experiencing the powerful energy of our coalition work with GCC, I can’t think of a better first 
experience than to join us for a multifaith service celebrating this victory on Sunday Jan. 5 at 3 p.m. at 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral (for details, email me at karlywhitaker@yahoo.com).

Education: Last fall hundreds of people in GCC congregations worked together to register voters and 
canvass in support of the levy for Cleveland Metropolitan School District. Together with our partners at 
Northeast Ohio Voter Advocates, we spoke to over 5,000 people, and on Election night were thrilled to 
learn that the levy had won handily-- the first CMSD levy to pass in 12 years. Currently the Education 
team continues its work aiming to give parents greater voice by nurturing Student Parent Organizations 
at a select number of CMSD partner schools. Lynn Liebling was instrumental in putting together a 
recent action bringing to light questionable recruitment tactics by a charter school located next to one 
of these partner schools, Case Elementary. GCC has secured a standing monthly meeting with CMSD’s 
CEO Eric Gordon to hold the district accountable on the Transformation plan and push for more support 
for early childhood education, and there is also a separate group currently researching ways to address 
the overarching issue of school funding in Ohio, which the State Supreme Court has deemed to be 
unconstitutional and inequitable not just one, but three times. 

Criminal Justice: GCC initially developed our relationship with Governor Kasich at the signing of the 
Collateral sanctions bill in Cleveland which is one of the most progressive laws in the country to help ex-
offenders qualify for employment. Mimi Plevin-Foust and Chris Antenucci have become key leaders in 
a new campaign on gun violence prevention, “Do Not Stand Idly By,” which is the first action organized 
at a national—or truly, international—level by GCC’s Industrial Areas Foundation parent organization. 

Editor's Note: This is the third in a series of articles about Kol HaLev's Values Teams -- what they are, why 
they exist, and which programs, committees and activities fall under the aegis of each values team. You can 
read about the Spiritual Values Team in the November 2013 newsletter and the Fiscally Sustainable Values 
Team in the December 2013 newsletter.

continued on page 19

mailto:karlywhitaker%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://http//kolhalev.net/sites/default/files/November%202013.pdf
http://kolhalev.net/sites/default/files/December%202013.pdf
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RECONSTRUCTING GRATITIUDE
Our friend Rebecca lives in Beringen, the town immediately to our east in 
Switzerland. Rebecca came to Shabbat dinner a few weeks ago and told 
us about a practice she likes to engage in several times a year, typically on 
weekends or other days off of work. Rebecca calls it "Gratitude Day" and 
spends it doing activities she enjoys, such as hiking through the nearby hills. 
As she goes about her activities on Gratitude Day, she maintains an acute 
sensitivity to the beauty and wonder of the world around us. While perhaps 
not religious in the classic sense, Rebecca is a very spiritual person and as 
she is struck by the numerous blessings of life around her on Gratitude Day, 

she expresses her thankfulness in her mind and heart to whomever or whatever is "out there" that has 
provided such goodness and beauty for our benefit and enjoyment: truly "Thanksgiving Day" in the 
most literal sense! 

The rabbis of antiquity declared that one should say at least 100 blessings a day. Most of these would 
be recited in the morning, afternoon and evening services that a very observant person attends daily 
plus additional prescribed blessings throughout the day. Some days additional blessings are required 
to reach 100 and so blessings are added over various kinds of foods, upon seeing natural or human 
beauty, etc. Outside Orthodox practice, it requires a great deal of sensitivity and intentionality to 
reach the 100 blessing plateau. While possibly impractical to do daily or weekly, Rebecca's practice 
of "Gratitude Day" could help us reach from our busy modern lives that might otherwise be devoid of 
blessings of the Divine toward the rigorous 100-blessings-a-day practice envisioned by the rabbis.

Recently Liz and I attended a Shabbat Morning service at Kol HaLev, our first visit nine months 
into a job-related assignment overseas. Having been away so long and traveled across the ocean for 
our visit, it seemed appropriate to recite Birkat HaGomel, which is variously called the "Blessing of 
Thanksgiving" (Chabad) or the "Blessing of Deliverance and Good Fortune" (Reconstructionist prayer 
book, Kol HaNeshamah).

Traditionally one would "bentch Gomel" (i.e. recite Birkat HaGomel) after recovering from a serious 
illness, being released from prison or completing a journey that involves crossing the ocean or the 
desert. The "desert crossing" criterion is interpreted broadly to include surviving a range of life 
threatening situations.

The blessing is very short. The Kol HaNeshamah translation reads: "Blessed are you, Abundant One, 
our G-d, the sovereign of all worlds, who bestows good things on one in debt to you, and who has 
granted me all good." The person bentching Gomel typically recites this blessing after receiving an 
aliyah (a blessing at the time the Torah is read from publicly during a service). The congregation then 
replies, "Amen. And may the one who has bestowed upon you good, continue to bestow upon you 
good. Let it be so!"

The halachah (Jewish law) concerning the Birkat HaGomel is fairly specific concerning the range of 
events for which it traditionally is considered appropriate to recite the blessing. But just as one might 
argue Gratitude Day is a worthwhile innovation from the standpoint of supporting mindfulness and 

DAVID CONNCONNECTIONS

continued on page 18
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CONNECTIONS, continued from page 17 
appreciation of the holiness around us, one might also argue that reciting Birkat HaGomel could be 
meaningful and appropriate in a wider-than-traditional range of situations. They might include, just 
to name a few: finding a job after a long search, removing a cast after a broken bone has healed, 
making it through an especially difficult week, finding a lost pet, oe reuniting unexpectedly with an 
old friend. 

Indeed, what began that Shabbat morning as a couple (Liz and I) standing to recite Birkat HaGomel 
quickly drew two or three additional participants from among the service attendees, forming a self-
selected group who each wanted to bentch Gomel for their own reasons, which they announced 
publicly prior to reciting the blessing together. It is easy to imagine a "reconstructed" Birkat 
HaGomel becoming a regular and meaningful part of the service on the part of self-selected groups 
during the Torah service.

These are merely two possible ways of "reconstructing" various practices of expressing gratitude 
to the Divine. Can you think of more? E-mail me (at david@estophile.com) your ideas for use in 
future columns . . . along with any other ways you connect with Judaism, our community, traditions 
or the Divine.

A NEW PRESIDENT FOR THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST MOVEMENT 
AND THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL COLLEGE

 by Greg Selker

This last October, after an exhaustive national search, Rabbi 
Deborah Waxman was named as the President-elect of the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College (RRC). After Jan. 1, 
Rabbi Deborah will be assuming her new duties, but unlike 
previous presidents, she will be stepping into a brand new 
position to lead a brand new organization.
 
The RRC is a unique organization in the contemporary Jewish landscape. It is a progressive 
rabbinical school where people of all backgrounds engage intensively with Jewish texts, thought 
and practice. And as of 2012, after its merger with the former Jewish Reconstructionist Federation 
(JRF), RCC is also the center of  the entire Reconstructionist congregational community—a 
community rooted in tradition and committed to egalitarianism and inclusion. 
 
You can listen to Rabbi Deborah introduce herself and talk about her vision of Reconstructionist 
Judaism at http://www.jewishrecon.org/meet-rabbi-deborah-waxman-99-phd.  In the audio excerpt, 
Rabbi Deborah addresses her three main commitments as she moves into the position of President 
and answers several questions. There is also a separate link on the same page where you can listen 
to Rabbi Deborah’s acceptance remarks.

mailto:david%40estophile.com?subject=
http://www.jewishrecon.org/meet-rabbi-deborah-waxman-99-phd
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From our founding assembly on June 6, 2011 when we pledged 18 and brought 45 members, Kol 
HaLev has been exceeding our GCC commitment goals and contributing far out of proportion to the 
size of our relatively small congregation. My goal for the coming year is to encourage even more 
KHL members to become directly involved in GCC action teams and to attend the twice-yearly 
“GCC University” community organizing training workshops. If you would like to find out more 
please feel free to reach out directly to any Core Team member: Allen Binstock, Sue Pelleg, Peggy 
Kittilla, Dick & Donna Weinberger, Mimi Plevin-Foust and Rabbi Steve. 

Environmental Sustainability A group of Kol HaLev members has recently formed around this 
issue and is currently focused on supporting renewable energy and opposing legislation standing 
energy efficiency standards being debated in the Ohio Senate, SB 58. For more information and to get 
involved please contact Miriam Geronimus at mgeronimus@gmail.com. 

Israel: I am very excited to announce two new opportunities to engage with our connection to Israel 
this spring. The first is a discussion of Ari Shavit’s new book My Promised Land, which Mike Armin 
and I will host at a date and venue TBD.  

The second will be launched on Sunday, Feb. 16, when renowned expert on dialogue, Rachel 
Eryn Kalish will conduct an extensive training on how to hold civil discourse on difficult topics. A 
community dialogue that will be open to all will take place after the training at 3:30 p.m.. 

This event is co-sponsored by and will include participants from across the entire spectrum of the 
Cleveland Jewish community. The goal and intention is to create a cohort of individuals who will 
continue to meet, perhaps on a monthly or bi-monthly basis, to practice and develop dialogue skills. 
To learn more about Kalish’s work facilitating a “Year of Civil Discourse” in San Francisco, you can 
go to http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/63860/the-end-of-rude-did-the-year-of-civil-discourse-
make-it-easier-to-talk-abou/ . She notes: “My mantra is ‘I trust Jewish morality’and I know if we can 
keep working on this, we can truly be a model for a world deeply fractured and polarized.” If you are 
interested in being part of the dialogue cohort and would like to attend the training on Feb. 16, please 
be in touch with me directly. There is no cost for the workshop.   
 
Reconstructionism: After the merger of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College (RRC) and the 
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation (JRF), we are at a moment of transition and new beginnings 
for our movement. Rabbi Deborah Waxman has recently been named the President of RRC (read 
more on page x). I encourage you to listen as she introduces herself and shares a powerful vision of 
Reconstructionist Judaism, with three main goals: 

1. Making Judaism relevant to Jews and the people with whom we share our lives and love
2. Being heard as a powerful voice for progressive religion in the public square
3. Leading the central organization with accountability and transparency.  

Regarding the second goal, I look forward to the possibility of becoming more connected to other 
Reconstructionist communities who are exploring joint action around the issue of income inequality/
living wages in our country. 

~Karly

continued from page 16
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 CALENDAR

Sat., Jan. 4 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service, at the Ratner Chapel, preceded by Torah 
discussion at 9:30 a.m. in the Ratner Library.; Bo; Discussion and 
service leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush sponsors: Ruth Ness, and 
Ron and Leah Gilbert in honor of their son Nathan's 20th birthday. 
This is our monthly percussion-free service.

9:15 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry for 5th-7th grade Hagiga students. 
Light breakfast will be provided; please be prompt.

10:30 a.m. Hagiga
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 

preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about a 
half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot Shabbat, 
also in Rooms 113 & 114.

Sun., Jan. 5 10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
7:30-9:00 p.m. Recon 101 at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. 

Wed., Jan 8 7:30-9:00 p.m. Knitting/Crocheting/Crafting group meeting at the home of 
Peggy Kittila and Miriam Geronimus. More info on page 11,

Sat., Jan. 11 10:30 a.m. Member-Led Shabbat Service, at the Ratner Chapel; Beshal-
lach; Service and Discussion Leader: Larry Solomon. Kiddush 
co-sponsored by Richard Litwin and Kirby Date and by Jeff and 
Deb Schein. Torah discussion takes place within the service.

8:00-10:00 p.m. No'ar Hadash Havdalah Dessert Potluck. TBA. For more 
information, contact Zach at zpekarsk@oberlin.edu

Sun., Jan. 12 10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
1:00-4:00 p.m. Magshamim Sledding and Hot Cocoa, TBA

Mon., Jan. 13 7:30-9:30 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. All 
members are welcome to attend

Wed., Jan. 15 Deadline for the February issue of Kol HaLev Happenings.
5:30-7:30 p.m. Eruv Tu B'Shvat at Ratner. Celebrate the New Year of the Trees 

with an Intergenerational Tu B'Shvat Sedar and potluck.  For 
more information and potluck assignments, see page 12.

7:30-9:00 p.m. GCC Core Team Meeting. Contact Allen Binstock for more 
information.

Fri., Jan. 17 6:45 p.m. Women's Shabbat dinner at home of Margy Weinberg. More 
info on page 11.

Sat., Jan. 18 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service, at the Ratner Chapel, preceded by Torah 
discussion at 9:30 a.m. in the Ratner Library.; Yitro; Discussion 
leader: TBA; Service leaders: Kirby Date and Rabbi Steve; 
Kiddush sponsors:

10:00 a.m. Intergenerational Learner's Service in Ratner Chapel. We will 
discuss the overall structure of the service as we move through it 
and delve into some of the specific language and ideas in selected 
prayer texts. Designed for adult Kol HaLev members interested 
in learning more about the Shabbat morning service and younger 
members of Kol HaLev, third grade and older..

mailto:zpekarsk%40oberlin.edu?subject=
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Sat., Jan. 18 10:30 a.m. Hagiga
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in 

preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about a 
half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot Shabbat, 
also in Rooms 113 & 114

Sun., Jan. 19 10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School

10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School

10:00-5:00 p.m. Guest Scholar Rabbi Jordan Bendat-Appell at the Mandel 
JCC, Community Room. Explore some of the core practices of 
the Institute for Jewish Spirituality: meditation, contemplative 
text study, prayer, and personal and communal ethics/character 
development. Free for Kol HaLev members. For more info and to 
register visit www.hamakomcleveland.org

Tue., Jan. 21 7:30-8:30 p.m. Religious Practices Committee meeting at Karal Stern's house. 
This is an open meeting - anyone interested is welcome to attend.

Wed., Jan. 22 7:00-8:30 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice at the office of Nancy Rubel.
Thurs., Jan. 23 7:30-9:00 p.m. Book Club Discussion at the home of Dick and Deena Epstein. 

More info on page 14.
7:30-8:30 p.m. Religious Practices Subcommittee Meeting on Service Lay 

Leadership. Tentative location: Karal Stern's house.
Fri., Jan. 24 6:00-8:30 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner. Please bring a NUT-

FREE vegetarian/dairy or pareve dish that will serve 8-10 people.  
Kiddush sponsor: tba. A-H - Main Dish; I-P - Appetizer or Salad; 
Q-Z – Dessert or Drink. We encourage members to bring their 
own reuseable plates, cups, utensils and napkins.

Sat., Jan. 25 10:30 a.m. Musical Shabbat at Ratner. Mishpatim; Service Leader: Rabbi 
Steve; Kiddush sponsored by Robyn Novick/ and Andy Oster

7:30-10:30 p.m. Members in the Middle at the home of Kirby Date and Richard 
Litwin. See page 11 for more information.

Sun., Jan. 26 10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
3:50-4:30 p.m. Foundations Meeting at the Beachwood Library for families 

with children in next year’s grades 3-6 to discuss a possible new 
program. More info on page 4.

TBA No'ar Hadash Event. More details TBA.
Tues., Jan. 28 7:00-9:15 p.m. Judaism as a Spiritual Path at the Mandel JCC, Ante Room. 

First of six sessions. Course co-facilitated by a team of local 
Rabbis, including Rabbi Steve. $60 for Kol HaLev members 
(for all sessions.) For more info and to register visit www.
hamakomcleveland.org

 CALENDAR

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. For the most 
current information, check Kol HaLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email. 

  

http://www.hamakomcleveland.org
http://www.hamakomcleveland.org
http://www.hamakomcleveland.org
http://kolhalev.net/membership_list
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